Review of the newer antiepileptic drugs.
This review article discusses the newer anti-epileptic drugs gabapentin, lamotrigine, tiagabine, topiramate, levetiracetam, oxcarbazepine, and zonisamide. Emphasis is given to FDA-approved indications and place in therapy. The mechanisms of action and pharmacokinetics of each drug is provided and the most common adverse effects are reviewed. Clinical studies leading to FDA approval are discussed. Practical points on proper dosing and monitoring are stressed, and drug interactions are also included.